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A  STUDY  OF  TR5NDS  IN  TUB  USE  OF  MSANS  AND  AG2NCI5S 
IN  CONDUCTING  EXTENSION  WORK  WITH  H3GROES 


INTRODUCTION 


The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  show  trends  with  respect  to  the 
use  Negro  extension  agents  are  making  of  certain  means  and  agencies  in 
conducting  extension  work  with  adult  farm  people.   It  intends  to  show 
also  situations  as  regards  the  extent  to  which  Negro  farmers  are  "being 
reached  and  influenced  by  extension  teaching. 

Since  the  "beginning  of  Negro  extension  work  some  30-odd  years 
ago,  many  changes  in  farm  life  have  occurred.   While  these  changes  "by 
and  large  have  "been  definitely  in  the  direction  of  an  improved  farm  life 
in  which  agricultural  extension  work  has  made  notable  contributions, 
many  new  and  complex  situations  and  problems  which  vitally  affect  the 
economic  and  social  well-being  of  all  farm  people  have  arisen.  During 
the  past  decade  in  particular  problems  of  the  farmer  have  become  more 
acute,  and  increased  attention  is  being  concentrated  on  their  solution. 

In  view  of  the  broader  approach  through  the  channels  of  new  agen- 
cies to  meet  problems  and  situations  in  farm  life,  it  seems  important  to 
study  and  analyze  trends  with  respect  to  the  extent  certain  means  and 
agencies  have  been  used  in  recent  years  by  extension  workers  in  the  so- 
lution of  farm  and  home  problems.   It  should  be  to  the  advantage  of  Negro 
extension  agents  and  their  leaders  to  study  and  reevaluate  their  methods 
of  teaching  and  the  results  accomplished  with  the  view  of  increasing  or 
changing  the  emphasis  on  certain  teaching  devices  v/hen  and  if  adjust- 
ments appear  essential  to  increased  efficiency. 
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HOW  THESE  DATA  WEES  OBTAINED 

The  data  reported  in  this  study  were  taken  from  the  annual  statis- 
tical reports  of  Negro  extension  agents  for  the  years  1934,  1936,  and 
1938.   The  data  included  in  the  various  tables  are  compiled  on  the  "basis 
of  averages  as  reported  "by  counties.   The  results  are  shown  "by  States  in 
order  to  facilitate  comparisons. 

EMPHASIS  PLACED  01!  THE  METHOD  DEMONSTRATION 
WITH  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE 

As  a  teaching  device  the  method  demonstration  has  always  had  wide 
and  effective  use  in  extension  work.   The  function  of  the  method  demon- 
stration is  to  teach  skills  to  members  of  a  group  who  see  the  operation. 
The  demonstrator  explains  each  step  of  the  operation  as  the  demonstra- 
tion goes  on  and  answers  questions  if  any  are  asked.   Sometimes  the  dem- 
onstrator makes  it  possible  for  members  of  the  group  to  take  part  in  the 
demonstration  after  some  detailed  instruction  has  been  given.   This  pro- 
cedure makes  it  possible  for  members  of  the  group  to  learn  oy   actual  do- 
ing. Examples  of  a  method  demonstration  are  culling  poultry,  pruning 
trees,  and  spraying  potato  plants. 

According  to  these  data  less  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  method 
demonstration  as  a  teaching  device  by  Negro  agents  from  1934  to  1938. 
Certain  States  are  an  exception  to  this  trend,  however.   The  States  that 
showed  increases  in  1938  over  1934  in  the  average  number  of  method  dem- 
onstrations by  men  agents  were  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  and 
Virginia.   The  States  that  showed  an  increase  in  method  demonstrations 
among  Negro  women  agents  during  the  same  time  were  Florida,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  and  Texas.  Eoth  Kentucky  and  '.'/est  Virginia  reported  method 
demonstrations  for  1938  but  none  for  1934. 

The  average  number  of  method  demonstrations  conducted  by  men  agents 
was  124  in  1934,  121  in  1936,  and  102  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  22  over  the 
5-year  period.  With  regard  to  the  women  agents  the  average  was  203  in 
1934,   203  in  1936,  and  183  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  20  for  the  5-year  period. 

The  average  attendance  at  method  demonstrations  held  by  men  was  21 
in  1934,   14  in  1936,  and  15  in  1938.  For  the  women  agents  the  average 
attendance  was  14  in  1934,  16  in  1936,  and  16  in  1938.   (Table  1.) 

MEETINGS  HELD  AT  RESULT  DEMONSTRATIONS  AND  ATTENDANCE 

Another  important  method  used  in  extension  teaching  is  the  result 
demonstration,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  furnish  concrete  evidence  of 
the  value  of  a  farm  practice  recommended  by  the  extension  agent.   This 
form  of  demonstration  serves  also  to  establish  confidence  of  farmers  in 
the  agent's  and  extension  specialist's  recommendations.   The  extension 
agent  usually  selects  a  farmer  to  carry  out  a  result  demonstration  under 
his  direction  and  in  line  with  recommended  practices  of  the  State  experiment 
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station.   While  the  demonstration  is  in  -recess  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  demonstration,  other  farmers  are  invited  by  the  agent  to  'observe  and 
study  the  results  in  the  field.   Examples  of  result  demonstrations  are  the 
use  of  some  special  analysis  commercial  fertilizer  on  soil  to  increase  cot- 
ton production,  or  feeding  special  balanced  rations  for  egg  production. 

According  to  this  stuc'y  four  States  showed  an  increase  for  1938  over 
1934  in  the  average  number  of  meetings  held  at  result  demonstrations  by  men. 
The  States  were  Florida,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  and  Virginia.   Only  three 
States  showed  an  increase  for  the  same  years  in  the  number  of  meetings  held 
by  women  agents  at  result  demonstrations.   Those  States  shoving  increases  in 
such  meetings  were  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Oklahoma. 

The  average  number  of  meetings  held  at  result  demonstrations  in  all 
States  by  men  agents  was  125  in  1934  and  48  in  1938,  a  decrease  "of  77, 
or  61.6  percent.  1!he   average  number  of  meetings  held  by  women  agents  was 
50  in  1934  and  38  in  1933,  a  decrease  of  12,  or  24.0  percent.  " 

The  average  attendance  at  each  result  demonstration  by  men  agents 
for  all  States  was  7  in  1934,  15  in  1936,  and  12  in  1933.   The  average  at- 
tendance at  result  demonstrations  held  by  women  agents  was  16  in  1934,  12 
in  1936,  and  16  in  1938.   (Table  2.) 

OFFICE  AND  TELEPHONE  CALLS  RELATING  TO  EXTENSION  WORK 

Office  and  telephone  calls  have  their  function  as  teaching  devices 
in  extension  work.   Other  things  being  equal,  determining  the  "number  of  con- 
tacts the  agents  establish  with  their  farm  constituents  would  be  one  method 
of  evaluating  their  efficiency. 

The  data  show  that  in  five  States  there  was  an  increase'  in  1938  over 
1934  in  the  average  number  of  office  calls  reported  by  men  agents.   The 
States  were  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Texas,  and  Virginia.'  'Women  agents 
in  eight  States  reported  an  increase  of  office  calls  in  1938  over  1934. 
These  States  were  Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Missippi,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee. 

The  average  number  of  office  calls  for  all  States  for  men  agents  was 
826  in  1934,  638  in  1936,  and  709  in  1936,  a  decrease  of  117,  or  14.2  per- 
cent over  the  5-year  period.   The  average  for  women  agents  was  359  in  1934, 
347  in  1936,  and  377  in  1938,  an  increase  of  18,  or  5.0  percent,  over  the 
period. 

The  average  number  of  telephone  calls  for  men  agents  was  199  in  1934, 
166  in  1936,  and  158  in  1938.   The  a.verage  number  of  telephone  calls  for 
women  agents  was  142  in  1934,  122  in  1936,  and  120  in  1938.   (Table  3.) 
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Table  1.  -  Method  demonstrations:  Average  number  held  and  attendance 

ner  county 


State 


Method  demonstrations 
held 


Men  Agents 


1934 


1936 


1938 


Women  Agents 


1934 


19: 


1938 


Average  attendance  at 
method  demonstrations 


Men  Agents 


1934 


1935   1938 


Women  Agents 


1934 


1936 


1938 


Ala 

Ark 

Fla 

Ga 

Ey 

La 

Md 

Mi  s  s 

K.C 

Okla 

S.C 

Tenn 

Tex 

7a 

W.  Va.... 

Average 


273 
249 

44 
112 

58 
123 
278 
150 

51 
115 

38 
223 

97 

65 
0 


124 


217 

312 

89 

98 

28 

78 

284 

176 

92 

112 

36 

93 

118 

58 

0 


121 


181 

131 

20 

70 

24 

96 

92 

106 

80 

100 

44 

163 

126 

74 

78 


222 
222 
153 
216 

0 
178 
491 
247 
233 
245 
244 
124 
119 
192 

0 


202 
329 
199 
237 

0 
153 
46S 
227 
200 
187 
237 
186 
127 
137 

0 


177 
144 
195 
247 
152 
154 
358 
194 
200 
157 
219 
183 
141 
146 


17 


±1 


10 

17 
10 
20 
24 
10 
20 
51 
18 
18 
20 
10 
19 
21 
0 


11 
18 

9 
16 
18 
17 
15 
10 
12 
16 
33 
17 
13 
24 

0 


102 


203 


203 


183 


21 


14 


13 

14 
21 
40 
16 
12 
17 
11 
17 
21 
21 
13 
10 
19 
7 


15 


10 

20 
17 
16 

0 
16 
16 
12 

7 
18 
19 
18 
13 
12 

0 


14 


15 
16 
16 
15 

0 
17 
15 
17 
19 
17 
16 
32 
12 
12 

0 


16 


14 
21 
13 
14 
10 
14 
16 
17 
18 
25 
19 
28 
11 
10 
29 


16 


Y]      Only  one  agent  reporting. 


1580-40 


-  5  - 


Table  2.  -  Meetings  at  result  aemopgtrat  j  ons :   Average  number  held  and 

attendance  per  c cunt 7 


State 


Meetings   at    result 
denonstrat  ions 


Average  attendance  at   each 
result    demonstration 


J.en  Agents 


1  G 


L934  !  1935      1938 


somen  Agen* 


>.en  Agents 


T'Tomen  Agents 


1934     19^5 


1933 


1934   I  1936  '   1938     I    19341 1936      1938 


Ala. 
Ark . 
Fla. 
Ga. . 
Ky.  . 
la.. 


yj 


Kiss. 
E.    C. 

Okla . 
S.    C, 

Tenn, 


Va 

W.   Va. 


73 
165 
26 
112 
30 
76 

4- 
91 
16 

!  * 

9 

I 

j  217 


1/ 


69 
83 
47 
50 
19 
40 

si/ 

68 
41 
24 
12 


Tex 405     !  118 


29 

0 


39 


1/ 


43 
63 
29 
32 

4 
30 

3± 
42 
32 
52 

7 
89 
96 
36 
34 


63 
72 
70 
60 

0 
17 

0 

38 

40 

°9 
00 

15 


77 


177 


AF 


1    ! 

•z— 


n 


38 

52 

62 

0 


Average  ,  125 


60 


48 


30 


0 

26 
27 
104 
16 
36 
43 
56 
0 


22 

43 
43 
44 

4 
16 

0 
41 
24 
56 
16 
26 
48 

F>7 


19      j 


21 
13 
13 

"!  7 


25 
11 
22 
13 


11 

20 
30 
10 
4 
2 
10 

c 


8 
28 

7 
25 
12 
14 

8 
25 

0 


12 
12 
15 
17 
28 

8 
23 
16 
13 
18 
17 
10 

9 
10 
10 


i  18 

19 

10 

16 

0 

8 

0 

13 

23 

11 


11 
10 
13 
14 

8 
25 

C 
15 

9 

3 


23  25 


15 

17 

1 

15 

1 
12 

j 

10 

11 
1 

0 

0 

45 


7      !    15  12 


15 


12 


19 
28 
25 
14 
38 
32 

0 
12 

7 
26 
21 
10 
10 


16 


1/   Only  one  agent   reporting. 
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Table  3.  -  Office  and  telephone   calls  relating  to  extension 
work:      Average   number  per   county 


Calls   re  la 

ting  to  extension  work 

State 

Off 

ice 

i 

Telephone 

en  Are 

M 

en  Agents 

Women  Agents 

Men  Agents 

W  om 

nts 

1934] 

1935 

1938 

1934 

1935 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1938 

1934 

1936 

1938 

Ala.  .. 

629 

910 

609 

470 

317 

253 

185 

112 

118 

188 

104 

61 

Ark. . . 

625 

466 

442 

557 

416 

279 

134 

106 

204 

310 

229 

135 

Fla... 

467 

795 

815 

235 

356 

400 

14 

20 

72 

119 

92 

158 

Ga 

712 

405 

782 

168 

232 

323 

85 

74 

48 

106 

113 

143 

Ky.... 

331 

226 

335 

0 

7F\i' 

253 

92 

104 

131 

0 

ioi> 

56 

La 

498 

231 

336 

242 

260 

745 

12 

49 

42 

22 

22 

46 

Md 

562 

628 

524 

158 

138 

248 

262-' 

138 

542 

aei/ 

117 

212 

Miss . . 

1,072 

623 

918 

318 

484 

473 

121 

162 

141 

51 

43 

58 

N.    C. 

561 

406 

455 

146 

100 

202 

342 

120 

92 

64 

61 

103 

Ok la.. 

2,350 

1.948 

1,514 

1,489 

621 

784 

457 

521 

479 

679 

555 

387 

s.  c.. 

1,407 

918 

853 

430 

459 

i 

483 

191 

77 

76 

100 

131 

156 

Tenn. . 

2,215 

1,344 

1,449 

133 

234 

516 

719 

727 

611 

184 

175 

233 

Tex. .. 

831 

844 

849 

380 

■ 

389 

368 

228 

156 

140 

152 

119 

115 

Va 

205 

359 

308 

236 

207 

194 

76 

106 

108 

30 

35 

40 

W.   Va. 

0 

0 

1 

63 

0 

0 

xei/ 

o 

0 

35 

0 

0 

sol/ 

Average 

826 

688 

709 

359 

.....  ,  . 

j 1 

347 

377 

199 

166 

158 

142 

i 

122 

120 

l/  Only  one  agent   reporting. 
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NEWS  ARTICLES  .OR  STORIES  PUBLISHED  AND  INDIVIDUAL  LETTERS  WRITTEN 

The  function  of  news  articles  or  stories  is  to  bring  to  the  atten~ 
tion  of  the  public  the  results  of  successful  extension  work.   Much  of  the 
value  of  extension  teaching  right  not  be  observed  without  this  form  of 
publicity.   News  articles  or  stories  serve  to  transmit  to  farmers  and  farm 
hcmemakers  useful  and  practical  information  that  can  be  used  in  solving 
everyday  farm  problems.   They  also  serve  as  a  means  of  keeping  urban  folk 
better  informed  about  the  extension  agents'  work. 

Individual  letters  serve  to  transmit  information  that  can  be  put 
to  use  by  the  particular  person  mailing  the  inquiry.   This  form  of  diffus- 
ing information  is  more  definite  and  is  generally  given  in  answer  to  in- 
dividual oroblems.   The  personal  factor  is  an  important  element  in  exten- 
sion work,  and  it  is  through  this  channel  that  individual  letters  play  an 
imoortant  role  in  extension  teaching. 

Nine  States  show  an  increase  in  the  average  number  of  news  articles 
or  stories  published  by  men  agents  in  1938  over  1934.   West  Virginia  re- 
ported on  these  items  for  1938  only.   The  average  for  all  States  for  men 
agents  was  18  in  1934,  15  in  1936,  and  20  in  1938.   Nine  of  the  States  re- 
ported an  increase  in  1938  over  1934  in  the  number  of  news  articles  or 
stories  published  by  women  agents.   The  p.verage  for  all  States  as  reported 
by  women  agents  was  12  in  1934,  14  in  1936,  and  15  in  1938. 

Eive  States  reported  increases  in  the  average  number  of  individual 
letters  written  by  men  agents,  and  three  States  indicated  increases  for 
1938  over  1934  in  the  number  written  by  women  agents.   The  average  for  all 
States  by  men  agents  was  566  in  1934  and  429  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  137. 
The  average  for  all  States  by  women  agents  was  495  in  1934,  and  382  in 
1938,  a  decrease  of  113.   (Table  4.) 

CIRCULAR  LETTERS  ISSUED  AND  NUMBER  0?  BULLETINS  DISTRIBUTED 

Functions  performed  by  circular  letters  are  to  announce  meetings, 
arouse  interest  in  exhibits,  diffuse  subject-matter  information,  etc. 
Circular  letters  have  been  rated  as  a  reasonably  inexpensive  way  of  in- 
fluencing farm  people  to  adopt  improved  practices. 

A  slight  increase  for  1938  over  1934  is  shown  in  the  average  number 
of  circular  letters  for  all  States  issued  by  men  agents,  but  the  total  av- 
erage for  women  was  less  by  eight  for  1938  than  for  1934. 

The  use  of  bulletins  is  known  to  be  a  relatively  inexpensive  method 
of  distributing  information  to  farm  people.   Extension  workers  make  wide 
use  of  this  method  of  teaching,  and  bulletins  are  regarded  as  a  valuable 
supplement  to  ether  means  and  agencies  used  in  extension  teaching. 

Regardless  of  the  value  bulletins  may  have  in  transmitting  informa- 
tion, these  data  show  a  decrease  of  151,  or  18.3  percent,  in  the  average 
number  distributed  by  men  agents  in  1938  over  1934.  As  regards  women 
agents  the  average  distribution  of  bulletins  showed  only  a  slight  decrease 
in  1938  over  1934.   (Table  5.) 
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Table  4.    -  News  articles   or  stories  published,    and   individual 
letters  written:      Average   number  per   county 


itate 


Eews  articles 
or   stories  published 


Individual 
letters   written 


Men  Agents 


1934!  1936  1938 


w 


omen  Agents 


Ken  Agents 


Women  Agents 


1934  1936  1938   1934   1936    1938    1936  I  1936 


1938 


Ala. 
Ark. 
Fla. 

Ga.. 
Ky. . 
La.. 
Md. . 

Miss 


Okla. 
S.  C. 
Tenn. 
Tex.. 
7a... 
W.  Va 


Average. 


8 

9 

8 

27 

11 

14 

13 

13 

15 

34 

6 

36 

28 

14 

0 


18 


7 
21 
12 

20 
10 

7 
20 
14 
19 
26 

5 


22 
14 


7 
21 
14 
29 
10 
15 
21 
14 
31 
37 

5 


24  I  26 


23  I 


16 


0  I  29 


3 
11 

9 
15 

0 
11 

loll 

16 

6 
17 

7 
14 
16 
18 

0 


14 


14 


6  I  12 

I 
19  !  18 


10 
13 


16  j  20 


12 


29 

11  ! 

■i  s  ! 

i 
21  |  17  i 

I.     | 
11  i  18 

f 

13  |  26 

j 

14  !  27 

i     I 

15  j  16 
I 

15  '   12 

1 

11  j  12 

'   1/ 
0  I  14=' 


14 


543 

I 

512 

141 

I 

604 

255 

I 
362 

1334 

760 

492  | 

I 

808  I 

935  j 

i 
975  j 

! 

475  i 

I 

405 

I 
0  i 


602 
625 
225 
617 
260 
183 
695 
502 
670 
825 
571 
403 
252 
497 
0 


482 
490 
432 
476 
316 
250 
1594 
430 
553 
661 
386 
513 
211 
418 
493 


1348 
593 
429 
467 

0 
306 
872 
469 
311 
616 
282 
495 
202 
326 

0 


566 


495 


429 


495 


1/ 


514 
676 
441 
453 

90= 
403 
632 
465 
422 
669 
459 
434 
191 
279 
0 


309 
583 
385 
594 
320 
224 
698 
364 
485 
575 
347 
386 
183 
299 


65=' 


423   382 


l/  Only  one  agent   reporting. 
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Table  5.    ~  Circular   letters    issued,    and  "ballet  ins   distributed: 

Average  number  "Ger  cotuaty 


Circular   letters    issued 


Bulletins    distributed 


■■'::.  .:.  ~-?r.+  s        '     "•'or. en.  A-rents 


Xeu  Agents 


1934  1936T1938  I  1934   15^5;19?8  !     1< 


1936        19  3* 


■en  Agent! 


1934  ;      1935  !      1938 


--•la . . 
Ark.. 
71a.. 
5a. . . 
£7... 
La. . . 
Kd. . . 
Kiss. 
H.  C. 
Ok  la. 
S.  C. 
Tenn. 
Tex.  . 
7a... 
7.    Va 


15 

10 
11 
25 
5 
49 
20 


20    j 

12 

i 

20    j 
28 

j 

2    ' 

1 

22  ; 

i 
38 


14 

16 
24 
30 


9 
13 
25 

i 

24 


3      '       0 


12 


TO 


1    / 

13-- 


59  i  1? 
10  i   27 

60  j  40 
22  i  16 
33  I    31 


25 
21 
39 
44 
19 
74 


24  j    13 

E1  ! 

135 

63  j 


1,521 

1,094 

•  236 

715 

415 

251 

1,705 

640 
t        •    I 
24    i    47      i        263 
i  i 

'  1,438 


14 


18 


17 
21 
30 
55 
13 
24 
23 


34     :    47 


29 


1 


I 


BO    j    16 


24    [340  I  31     ! 

i  J  * 

20     j   42  j  47 

;  i 

0    \      0  j  53      ; 

I  i  i 


46 

28 

21 

30     j 

12 

16    i 

0 

0     '■ 

26     I 

38      i 


510 
1,581 
1,098 

612 

n 


399 

572 

277 

295 

391 

449 

1,530 

527 

652 

I  1,337 

I 

349 
I 

■  1    c17 
j        437 


j       52? 

I 

i       794 

309 

427 

440 

i 
! 
I       872 


2,892 
477 
953 


1,723 

I  1,75     I   1,550 
i  I 

i 
1,136 

277 

1,937 

529 


317  j     423 
i 
1,632  il,442 

! 

453  !     359 
1 

1,593  1      653 
750-1,506 


884 
1,863 


1,864 
1,681 


534 

701 

1,432 

512 


1,251  |1,366 


! 


1,432  I 


628  ! 


555   ;       540  i 


0   !       920 


790  ! 


549 
736 

0 


1,067  ;     933 


2,845  12,106 


714  i     566 


1,214  11,174 


318  i      386 


799  |1,177 


0  I      350± 


1/ 


Average.  ...    28     j   41 


30      i     34     !  20     i    25 


325 


561 


674 


930  !        988  I      924 


1/  Only  one  agent   reporting. 
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VOLUNTARY  LOCAL  LEADERS 
AND  TRAINING  MEETINGS  HELD  FOR  LOCAL  LEADERS 

The  term  "local  leader"  is  applied  to  a  person  who  assists  the 
county  agent  during  the  year  "by  calling  together  at  regular  intervals  a 
local  club  for  instruction  "by  the  agent  or  extension  specialist.   Such 
leaders  also  serve  as  club  sponsors.   Local  leaders  are  usually  chosen 
"by  the  county  agent  and  members  of  the  local  community  acting  coopera- 
tively. As  extension  v/ork  has  developed  over  the  years  the  function  of 
the  local  leader  has  become  more  of  a  necessity  to  effective  extension 
work,  and  no  one  recognizes  this  fact  more  readily  than  extension  agents 
themselves. 

In  all  the  States  having  Negro  extension  work  there  are  at  present 
29,867  adult  Negro  local  leaders,  most  of  whom  are  doubtlessly  rendering 
effective  voluntary  service  in  helping  extension  agents  to  carry  on  ex- 
tension work  in  their  communities. 

These  data  reveal  wide  variations  in  the  average  number  of  volun- 
tary local  leaders  per  county  by  States.  An  interesting  point  brought 
out  in  these  data  is  the  fact  that  the  State  with  the  largest  number  of 
Negro  extension  agents  usually  does  not  have  the  largest  number  of  local 
leaders.   For  example,  Louisiana  with  only  19  Negro  extension  agents  in 
1938,  reported  an  average  of  104  men  local  leaders  and  74  women  local 
leaders  for  adult  extension  work  per  county,  while  Texas  with  76  Negro 
agents  reported  an  average  of  30  local  leaders  per  man  agent,  and  41  local 
leaders  per  woman  agent.   Similar  variations  are  noted  in  data  from  other 
States. 

There  was  practically  no  increase  in  the  average  number  of  volun- 
tary local  leaders  as  reported  by  men  agents  per  county  for  all  the  State 
from  1934  to  1938.   The  average  number  was  46  in  1934  and  43  in  1938. 
There  was  an  average  of  39  local  leaders  reported  by  women  agents  for 
1934  and  54  for  1938,  or  an  average  increase  of  15. 

There  was  only  a  slight  increase  in  the  average  number  of  train- 
ing meetings  held  for  local  leaders  over  this  period.   For  1934  the  av- 
erage for  men  agents  was  15,  and  for  1938  the  average  was  17.   The  aver- 
age reported  by  women  agents  for  1934  was  11,  and  for  1938  the  average 
was  13.   (Table  6.) 

FARMS  OR  HOMES  VISITED 
AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  MADS  PER  COUNTY 

The  number  of  farms  or  homes  visited  and  the  frequency  of  these 
visits  indicate  important  activities  in  the  extension  agent's  job. 
While  it  would  probably  not  be  practicable  for  agents  to  utilize  the 
major  portion  of  their  time  in  visiting  individual  farm  homes,  it  is 
true  that  some  very  effective  work  is  done  through  this  medium  of  teach- 
ing. Personal  contact  has  its  place  in  extension  work  but  it  can,  of 
course,  be  overindulged  in  for  the  greatest  efficiency  of  extension  work 
in  reaching  large  numbers. 
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In  analyzing  the  data  pertaining  to  these  two  activities  for  all 
the  States  it  is  obvious  that  the  trenc1  is  somewhat  away  from  rather  than 
toward  the  farm  or  heme  visit  and  the  frequency  of  such  visit. 

Whether  this  trend  works  for  the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  the 
agents'  work  this  study  makes  nc  attempt  to  say.   There  is  considerable 
variation  in  the  average  number  of  farms  or  homes  visited  as  reported  by 
States. 

As  regards  the  men's  work  there  was  practically  no  change  in  the 
average  number  of  farms  or  hemes  visited  in  1934  and  in  1938  per  county 
in  all  States.   In  1934  the  average  number  of  visits  was  273,  and  in  1938 
the  average  was  269.  With  reference  to  the  women's  work  the  average  num- 
ber of  farms  or  hemes  visited  per  county  for  all  States  was  244  in  1934, 
and  228  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  16. 

The  average  number  of  farm  or  home  visits  made  by  men  agents  per 
county  in  all  States  was  650  for  the  year  1934  as  compared  to  601  in  1938, 
a  decrease  of  49. 

In  the  women's  work  the  average  number  of  farm  or  home  visits  made 
per  county  in  1934  was  506;  in  1938  the  average  was  446,  a  decrease  of  60. 
These  figures  may  or  may  not  be  significant  with  resr^ect  to  the  effective- 
ness of  Negro  extension  work,  but  they  indicate  definitely  that  on  the  av- 
erage the  trend  is  away  from  rather  than  toward  farm  or  home  visits  as  a 
medium  of  extension  teaching.   It  may  be  that  other  means  and  agencies 
have  been  found  more  effective  in  helping  the  agents  do  their  teaching 
Job.   (Table  7.) 

COMMUNITIES  HT  WHICH  WORK  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED" 
AND  IN  WHICH  PROGRAMS  WERE  PLANNED  COOPERATIVELY 

Extension  work  is  founded  on  the  philosophy  that  the  programs 
should  be  planned  and  carried  out  cooperatively  and  that  local  people 
should  share  large  responsibilities  in  both  functions.   There  has  been 
a  growing  tendency  toward  a  better  cooperative  soirit  in  planning  and 
executing  extension  programs  in  local  communities. 

The  average  number  of  communities  per  county  for  all  States- in 
which  the  work  should  be  conducted,  as  reported  by  both  men  and  women 
agents,  was  33  in  1934,  35  in  1936,  and  49  in  1938. 

The  average  number  of  communities  per  county  in  which  programs 
were  planned  cooperatively  by  both  men  and  women  agents  was  21  in  1934, 
20  in  1936,  and  28  in  1938,  an  increase  of  7  over  the  5-year  period. 
(Table  8.) 
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Table  6.  -  Voluntary  local  leaders,  and  leader  training  meetings 
held:  Average  number  per  county 


State 


Voluntary 
local  leaders 


Men  Agents 


1934 


1936  !  1938 


Women  Agents 


1934 


1936 


1938 


Leader  training 
meetings  held 


ken  Agents 


1934  I  1935  !  1938 


Women  Agents 


1934  !  1935      1938 


Ala 

Ark 

Fla 

Ga 

Ky 

La 

Md 

Miss.  . . 
N.  C... 
Okla... 
S.  C... 
Tenn. . . 

Tex 

Va , 

V.    Va... 

Average , 


90 
78 
19 
56 
13 
105 
10 
31 
28 
42 
22 
91 
24 
34 
0 


46 


41 
53 
29 
54 
33 


35 
63 
36 
45 
14 


99      I  104 
30  14 

33  61 

I 
45      i     28 


,1/! 


49 


18 


90 


23 


76      I  179 


41 
39 


30 
29 


I 


0      i  146 


54 

55 
I 

13 
I 

67 

I 

i     10 

j 

i     97 

40     i 

i  ! 

i    22  ! 

i  ! 

34  j 

32     I 

j 

52      i 
I 

18 

I 

15 

I 


51 

149 
12 
78 
13 
78 
42 
50 
30 
46 
16 
61 
45 
19 
0 


32 
128 
15 
91 
22 
74 
22 
72 
28 
113 
23 
82 
41 
18 


10 
29 


5 
21 


21  14 

6     j  4 
i 

28     i  18 

1/ 

4-i'i  29 


6 
46 

9 
19 


45      i    48 


39 


48 


54 


6 
27 
11 

2 
12 
13 
23 

0 


7 

5 

9 

4 

36 

27 

26 

0 


15 


15 


4i/ 


12 
51l/ 

9 

6 
13 

6 

7 
37 

18 

1/ 

38-' 


17 


10 

14 

4 

10 
0 
9 
0 

19 
8 

23 
2 
4 

10 
2 
0 


5 
64 

4 

11 

1 

7 

1 
8 
8 
4 
5 
1 
14 
3 
0 


11 


11 


6 
30 

9 
18 

41/ 


si' 


9 
6 

25 
3 
3 

20 
5 

0 


13 


1/   Only  one  agent   reporting. 
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Table  7.    -  Farms    or  homes  visited,    and  farm   or  home  visits 
made:      Average  nimler  per   county 


State 


Harms 
or  hones  visited 


i-.ea  Agents    Women  Agents 


1934j  1956 


1938!    1934   19351  193 


j  arm 
or  home  visits  made 


Men  Agents 


i 


'omen  Agents 


1934 


1936 


1938 


1934        1935    ':  1938 


Ala.. 
Ark.. 
Fla.. 
Ga... 
Ky... 
La. . . 
Md. . . 
Miss . 
IT.  C. 
Ok  la. 
S.  C. 
Term. 
Tex.. 
7a. . . 
If.   7a. 

Average , 


196   i 162 

I 
290   ! 263 


184 
37? 


145 
515 
106   | 

217    J  172 

I 

342    1300 

i 

318    | 285 

I 
199    | 307 

i 

310    1376 

i 

227    j  253 
442    j  399 

168    |165 

j 

385    ;504 
i 

i 

0    i      0 


163 
164 
152 

358 


253 
238 
156 


164  I  168 
223  |  145 
181  I  185 


328   !  285  !  292 


91    i         0   I  120  !  113 


179 

112 

176 

163 

260 

65 

57 

46 

248 

256 

232 

231 

324 

256 

288 

199 

433 

282 

309 

295 

272 

438 

403 

528 

252 

193 

244 

164 

118 

175 

160 

431 

336 

313 

255 

790 

0 

0 

200 

446 
508 
496 
1,778 
388 
560 
522 
690 
533 
576 
470 
723 
365 
640 
0 


478 
495 
510 
1,329 
432 
456 
526 
560 
713 
961 


462 
525 
415 
709 

0  !  1,499 


372 
319 
436 
835 
492 
614 
504 
604 
837 
834 
518 
855 
384 
802 


456 
472 
415 
635 

0 
242 
175 
614 
500 
649 
759 
384 
316 
466 

0 


373  j 

406  I 

448 

549 

220 

442 

153 

465 
i 

434  j 
502  i 
754 

387  | 

i 
392 

386  ! 

0 


l 


273  i280  269  ■    244  i 235  1228  I  650  I  631 


601 


506 


467 


328 
276 
353 
619 
189 
457 
193 
471 
453 
511 
887 
487 
295 
486 
700 


446 


1560-40 


-  14  - 


Table  8.  -  Communities  in  which  wcrk  should  be  conducted  and  in  which 
programs  were  planned  cooperatively:  Average  number  per  county 


State 

Ala 

Ark 

Fla 

Ga 

Ky 

La 

Md 

Miss 

N.  C 

Okla 

S.  C 

Tenn 

Tex , 

Va 

W.  Va 

Average . 


Communities  in  which  work 
should  be  conducted 


1954 
41 
30 
38 
27 
16 
76 
58 
53 
24 
26 
26 
33 
21 
18 
0 

33 


1936 
56 
33 
33 
33 
13 
59 
63 
52 
26 
25 
31 
36 
23 
21 
0 

35 


1958 
50 
30 
30 
30 
11 
51 
48 

126 
30 
25 
83 
35 
24 
20 

104 

49 


Communities  with  program 
planned  cooperatively 


1934 
22 
22 
21 
23 
10 
16 
28 
28 
22 
25 
23 
28 
15 
13 
0 

21 


1956 
22 
25 
20 
24 
12 
17 
40 
26 
18 
25 
20 
27 
16 
12 
0 

20 


1938 
22 
22 
20 
24 
10 
18 
34 
66 
19 
22 
46 
27 
16 
12 
42 

28 
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FARMS  CHANGING  PRACTICES  AS  A  RESULT  OF 
AGRICULTURAL  EXTENSION  WORK  AND  AVERAGE 
PER  COUNTY  REPORTING 

The  most  reliable  method  of  measuring  the  effectiveness  of  the  ex- 
tension program  is  to  determine  the  number  of  farms  changing  practices  as 
a  result  of  the  teaching  nethods  used.  Wide  variations  exist,  as  might  be 
expected,  in  the  number  of  farm  families  influenced  by  extension  work. 
The  results  accomplished  in  the  different  counties  of  the  various  States 
are  due,  perhaps,  to  a  nvmber  of  factors  which  are  not  disclosed  in  this 
study. 

The  total  number  of  farms  changing  practices  due  to  agricultural 
extension  work  showed  a  substantial  increase  in  1938  over  1934  in  all 
States  except  Tennessee.   Certain  States  show  much  larger  increases  than 
others.   States  showing  large  increases  were  Arkansas,  Florida,  Mississip- 
pi, Texas,  and  Virginia.   The  average  number  of  farms  changing  practices 
was  5,827  in  1934,  and  10,634  in  1938,  a    gain  of  4,807,  or  82.5  percent. 

For  ell  Stetes  the  average  number  of  farms  changing  practices  in 
each  county  was  448  in  1934,  and  554  in  1938,  a  gain  of  106,  or  23.7  per- 
cent.  (Table  9.) 

FARM  HOMES  CHANGING  PRACTICES  AS  A  RESULT  OF 
HOME  ECONOMICS  EXTENSION  WORK  AND 
AVERAGE  PER  COUNTY  REPORTING 

With  few  exceptions  in  individual  States, substantial  progress  is 
noted  in  the  number  of  farm  homes  changing  practices  due  to  home  demon- 
stration work.  Alabama  is  the  only  State  reporting  fewer  farm  homes  chang- 
ing practices  in  1938  than  in  1934.  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Virginia 
showed  marked  increases  in  1938  over  1934  in  the  number  of  farm  homes  chang- 
ing practices. 

The  average  for  all  States  was  3,333  in  1934,  4,840  in  1936,  and 
7,735  in  1938,  a' gain  of  4,402  or  132.1  percent. 

For  all  States  the  average  number  of  farm  homes  changing  practices 
in  homemaking  in  each  county  was  331  in  1934,  378  in  1936,  and  525  in  1938, 
a  gain  of  194,  or  58.6  percent.   (Table  10.) 

FARM  FAMILIES  INFLUENCED 
BY  EXTENSION  WORK  AND  AVERAGE 
PER  COUNTY  REPORTING 

Progress  is  noted  in  the  number  of  different  farm  families  influ- 
enced by  extension  work.   Every  State  with  the  exception  of  Maryland  re- 
ported substantial  gains  in  1938  over  1934.   In  almost  all  the  States  there 
has  been  some  increase  in  the  Negro  extension  personnel,  and  in  those  States 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  families  influenced  would  certainly  be  expected, 
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The  average  number  of  different  farm  families  influenced  by  exten- 
sion work  in  all  States  increased  from  10;536  i  .  1954  to  16,  971  in  1938, 
a  gain  of  6,635,  or  64.2  percent. 

Calculated  on  the  average  number  of  farm  families  influenced  per 
county  by  States,  the  following  show  a  decrease  in  1938  over  1934;   Georgia, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee.   The  total 
average  number  of  different  farm  families  influenced  per  county,  however, 
increased  from  646  in  1934  to  803  in  1938,  a  gain  of  157,  or  24.3  percent. 
(Table  11.) 

TRENDS  IN  THE  USE  OF  VARIOUS  TEACHING  MEANS  AND  AGENCIES 

INCLUDING  RESULTS  BASED  ON  COMBINED  AVERAGES  BY  COUNTIES 

FOR  15  STATES  FOR  1934  AND  1938 

The  accompanying  charts  (figures  1,  2,  3,  and  4)  portray  trends  in 
the  use  of  different  means  and  agencies  in  extension  teaching  presented  in 
graphic  form  based  on  combined  averages  by  counties  for  15  States  for  the 
years  1934  and  1938.   YJhile  these  data  are  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
different  tables  and  are  also  discussed  in  the  text,  it  would  seem  that  a 
graphic  presentation  of  these  trends  might  give  the  reader  a  clearer  pic- 
ture of  the  degree  to  which  these  means  and  agencies  are  emphasized  by 
Negro  extension  agents. 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

According  to  the  data  incorporated  in  this  study,  the  trend  is  away 
from  rather  than  toward  the  use  of  the  method  demonstration  as  a  teaching 
device  by  both  Negro  men  and  women  extension  workers.   During  the  5-year 
period  1934—38,  the  average  number  of  such  demonstrations  by  agricultural 
agents  decreased  from  124  in  1934  to  121  in  1936,  and  then  to  102  in  1938, 
a  decrease  of  17.7  percent.   More  startling  than  this  decline,  however,  is 
the  fact  that  some  States  showed  an  even  greater  decrease.   Alabama  de- 
creased the  number  of  method  demonstrations  by  33.7  percent,  Arkansas  by 
47.4  percent,  Florida  by  54.5  percent,  Kentucky  by  58.6  percent,  and  Mary- 
land by  66.9  percent  from  1934  to  1938.   The  following  States  reported  in- 
creases in  the  number  of  method  demonstrations  over  this  period:   North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  and  Virginia. 

The  average  number  of  method  demonstrations  held  by  Negro  home  dem- 
onstration agents  showed  a  decrease  of  20,  or  9.8  percent,  for  the  5-year 
period. 

The  average  number  of  meetings  held  at  result  demonstrations  also 
showed  a  marked  decline.   The  average  for  all  States  by  agricultural  agents 
was  125  in  1934,  60  in  1936,  and  48  in  1938,  a  decline  of  77,  or  61.6  per- 
cent.  The  following  States  only  showed  increases  in  the  average  number  of 
meetings  held  at  result  demonstrations:   Florida,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma, 
and  Virginia.   West  Virginia  reported  no  such  meetings  in  1934,  but  reported 
an  average  of  34  such  meetings  in  1938. 
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Table  S.  -  Farms  changing  practices  as  a  result  of  agricultural 
extension  work:   Number  by  States  and.  average  cumber  per 

county  reporting 


State 


Farms  changing  practices 
number  by  States 


Average  number 
by  counties 


1934 


1S3S 


1938 


1934 


1936 


1938 


Ala 

Fla 

Ga , 

Ky 

La 

Md 

Miss.... 
N.  C 

Okla.... 

o  •  O  •  •  •  •  ■ 

Term.... 

Tex 

Va 

'ff.  Va... 


Average. 


16,033 

5,003 

310 

6,631 

253 

13,894 

665 

9,811 

5,137 

2,781 

5,158 

5,248 

5,726 

4,929 

0 


5,827 


17,874 
8,425 
994 
6,898 
540 
4,982 
1,167 
8 ,  8^6 

10,101 
4,798 
5,462 
4,154 

10,964 

8,612 

0 


20,081 
18,386 
1,831 
8,891 
685 
18,976 
982 
29,086 
14,708 
4,708 
6,944 
3,947 
18,281 
11,944 


1/ 
60- 


891 
625 

62 
349 

63 
1,158 
332 
467 
321 
348 
397 
875 
238 
190 
0 


6  ,700 


10,634 


448 


745 
1,053. 

124 
.  2.65 
.  1.35 
.  415 

.5.84 
.  305 
.  .361. 

600 

3.90 
.  415 

343 

278 
0 


397 


772 

1,082 
183 
318 
171 

1,054 
491 
938 
507 
672 
278 
438 
389 
351 


soi/ 


554 


Only  one  agent  reporting. 
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Table    10.    -   Farm  homes    changing   practices   as   a  result   of  home   economics 
extension  work;      Number   by  States   and  average   number   per 

county  reporting 


State 


Ala 

Ark 

Fla 

Ga 

Ky 

La 

Md 

Mi  s  s 

N.    C 

Okla 

S.    C 

Tenn . 

Tex 

Va 

W.    Va 

Average. . . 


Farm  homes    changing  practices 
immber  by  States 


1934 


4,417 

5,954 

850 

5,495 

51- 

3,025 

461 

5,074 

3,629 

1,805 

8,771 

1,647 

5,244 

240 

0 


1/ 


3 ,  333 


1936 


10,021 
5,437 
1,276 

8,140 


79^/ 


3,816 

981 
8,494 
5,386 
3,254 
7,802 
2.390 
6,783 
3,905 
0 


4,840      7,735 


1938 


1,770 

17,363 

1,456 

9,213 

115 

8,807 

821 

32,789 

6,316 

3,952 

18,307 


2,039 


9,419 

3,272 

385 


Average  number 
per  county 


1934 


340 
e50 
142 
305 

233 
230 
242 
363 
301 
974 
329 
238 
30 
0 


331 


1956 


477 
604 
142 
407 


7*2/ 


382 
490 
327 
359. 
465 
488 
299 
251. 
488 
0 


378 


1938 


.  .  74 

.1,021 

.  .  208 

.419 

58 

881 

.  .410 

911 

332 

564 

832 

226 

285 

,  409 

128 


525 


—  Only  one  agent  reporting. 
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Table  11.    -  Farm  families    influenced  "by  extension  vork:      Number  "by 
States   and  average  number  per   county  reporting 


State 


Farm  families    influenced  by  extension  work 


"umber   by  States 


1974 


1976 


1973 


Average  number  per   county 


1974 


193: 


1938 


Ala 

Ark 

Fla 

Ga 

Ky 

La 

Md 

Kiss. .  .  . 

E.    C 

Oicla 

S.    C 

Tenn. . . . 

Tex 

7a 

W.   Va 

Averaa-e 


17,393 
9,524 
2,201 

17,797 
5C8 

16,512 
1,814 

20,552 
9,457 
4,137 

20 , 243 
6,776 

12,457 

9,127 

0 

10,376 


24,832 
11,390 

2,906 

17 , 422 

830 

9,799 

1,270 
22,948 
16,378 

5,790 
15,791 

5,170 

17,597 

15,565 

0 

12,099 


26,758 
27,516 

4,774 

19,524 

671 

20 ,  718 

1,090 
48 , 809 
19 , 710 

6,150 
31,857 

7,567 

27,784 

15,710 

555 

16,971 


870 

1,069 

200 

500 

152 

1 ,  270 

907 

604 

498 

517 

1,558 

847 

402 

314 

0 

545 


993 
1,139 
254 
581 
156 
653 
635 
546 
535 
724 
585 
561 
489 
475 
0 

596 


1,030 

1,383 
394 
574 
134 

1,129 
545 

1,061 
665 
878 

1,274 
583 
570 
480 
188 

803 
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Trends    in  the  use   of  teaching  means   and  agencies 
"based  on  combined  averages   for   13   States,    1934-1938 
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The  average  number  of  meetings  held  at  result  demonstrations  by  home 
demonstration  agents  was  50  in  1934,  45  in  1936,  and  38  in  1938,  a  decrease 
of  12,  or  24.0  percent. 

The  average  number  of  office  calls  reported  by  men  agents  was  826  in 
1934,  688  in  1936,  and  709  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  117,  or  14.2  percent. 
With  respect  to  the  average  number  of  office  calls  by  women  agents  there 
was  an  increase  of  18,  or  5.0  percent  for  1938  over  1934. 

The  average  number  of  telephone  calls  by  agricultural  agents  decreased 
from  199  in  1934  to  166  in  1936,  and  to  158  in  1938,  a  decline  of  41,  or 
20.6  percent.   With  respect  to  the  home  demonstration  work  the  telephone 
calls  decreased  from  142  in  1934  to  122  in  1936  and  to  120  in  1938,  a  de- 
crease of  22,  or  15.5  percent. 

Only  slight  increases  were  reported  by  both  agricultural  and  home  dem- 
onstration agents  from  1934  to  1938  in  the  number  of  news  articles  or  stories 
published.   For  the  men  agents  the  average  increase  v/as  from  18  in  1934  to  20 
in  1938,  and  for  the  women  the  average  increase  was  from  12  in  1934  to  15  in 
1938. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  average  number  of  individual  letters  writ- 
ten by  both  men  and  women  agents  over  the  5-yesr  period.   With  respect  to 
the  men  agents  the  average  number  of  individual  letters  written  was  566  in 
1934,  495  in  1956,  and  429  in  1938,  a  decline  of  137,  or  24.2  percent. 
With  respect  to  the  women  agents  the  average  number  of  individual  letters 
written  was  495  in  1934,  423  in  1936,  and  382  in  1938,  a  decline  of  113,  or 
22.8  percent. 

The  average  number  of  circular  letters  issued  by  men  agents  was  28 
in  1934  and  30  in  1938.  With  respect  to  the  women  agents,  the  average  num- 
ber of  circular  letters  issued  was  34  in  1934  and  26  in  1938. 

The  average  number  of  bulletins  distributed  by  agricultural  agents 
declined  from  825  in  1934  to  674  in  1938,  a  decrease  of  151,  or  18.3  per- 
cent.  There  was  no  particular  change  in  the  average  number  of  bulletins 
distributed  by  women  agents  over  this  period,  the  number  being  930  for  1934 
and  924  in  1938. 

No  particular  change  is  noted  in  the  average  number  of  voluntary 
local  leaders  per  county  as  reported  by  men  agents.   The  average  for  1934 
was  46  and  for  1938,  48;  but  the  average  number  of  local  leaders  as  reported 
by  women  agents  increased  from  39  in  1934  to  54  in  1938,  an  increase  of  15, 
or  38.5  percent. 

Wide  variations  are  noted  in  the  average  number  of  training  meetings 
for  local  leaders  held  in  each  county  in  the  different  States.  As  reported 
by  men  agents  the  variation  ranges  from  29  training  meetings  in  Arkansas  to 
2  in  South  Carolina  in  1934.   About  the  same  variations  are  noted  in  the  av- 
erage number  of  training  meetings  held  by  women  agents.   Only  slight  in- 
creases in  the  number  of  training  meetings  held  are  reported  by  both  men  and 
women  agents  for  1934  and  1938. 
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The  average  number  of  farms  or  hones  visited  by  men  agents  declined 
from  273  in  1934  to  269  in  1938;  the  average  number  visited  by  women  agents 
declined  from  244  in  1934  to  228  in  1938. 

The  average  number  of  farm  or  home  visits  made  by  both  men  and  women 
agents  showed  a  decline.   Vfith  respect  to  the  men  agents  the  decline  was 
from  650  in  1934  to  501  in  1936,  and  with  respect  to  the  women  agents  the 
decline  was  from  506  in  1934  to  446  in  1935. 

The  average  number  of  communities  with  programs  planned  cooperatively 
as  reported  by  all  agents  increased  from  21  in  1934  to  28  in  1936. 

'.Vide  variations  exist  in  the  number  of  farms  changing  practices  as  a 
result  of  agricultural  extension  work.   The  average  for  the  15  States  was 
5,827  in  1934,  6,700  in  1936,  and  10,634  in  1938,  a  gain  of  4,807,  or  82.5 
percent  over  the  5-year  period.   The  average  number  of  farms  per  county 
changing  practices  as  reported  by  agricultural  agents  was  448  in  1934  and 
554  in  1936,  a  gain  of  106,  or  23.7  percent. 

With  regard  to  home  demonstration  work  the  average  number  of  farm 
homes  changing  practices  for  the  15  States  was  3,333  in  1934,  4,640  in  1936, 
and  7,735  in  1935,  a  gain  of  4,402,  or  132.1  percent  over  the  5-year  period. 

The  average  number  of  farm  homes  per  county  changing  practices  in 
1934  was  331,  378  in  1936,  and  525  in  1938,  a  gain  of  194,  or  58.5  percent. 

'.Vide  differences  are  seen  in  the  number  of  different  farm  families 
influenced  by  extension  work,  Maryland  being  the  only  State  that  failed  to 
report  an  increase  in  1938  over  1934.   The  average  for  all  States  was  10,336 
in  1934,  12,099  in  1936,  and  16,971  in  1938,  a  gain  of  6,635,  or  64.2  per- 
cent ever  the  5-year  period. 

The  average  number  of  different  farm  families  influenced  per  county 
was  646  in  1934,  596  in  1936,  and  803  in  1938,  a  gain  of  157,  or  24.3  per- 
cent over  the  5-year  period. 

The  study  indicates  without  question  a  definite  trend  away  from  rather 
than  toward  the  use  of  those  teaching  means  and  agencies  commonly  accepted 
and  used  in  conducting  extension  work.   Regardless  of  this  trend,  however, 
the  study  reveals  progress  over  the  5-year  period  of  this  study  (1934-38) 
in  the  number  of  farms  and  farm  homes  changing  practices  due  to  extension 
work  through  the  efforts  of  both  men  and  women  agents. 

Definite  progress  is  also  noted  in  the  number  of  farm  families  influ- 
enced by  extension  work  over  the  period  of  the  study. 

In  light  of  these  facts  the  question  that  may  appropriately  be  raised 
is  what  new  kinds  of  teaching  techniques  have  been  devised  and  used  to  sup- 
plement the  older  teaching  devices  to  bring  about  increased  efficiency  in 
reaching  and  influencing  Negro  farm  people. 
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In  conclusion  it  should  be  of  particular  interest  to  Negro  district 
agents  and  supervisors  and  vital  to  the  work  to  observe  and  study  closely" 
the  methods  of  procedure  Negro  extension  agents  are,. using  as  a  supplement 
to  those  teaching  techniques  or  methods  that  have  been  the  cornerstone  of 
extension  work  over  the  years.   If  new  procedures  are  being  used  it  should 
be  of  value  to  know  what  they  are  in  order  that  they  may  be  properly  eval- 
uated and  emphasized  in  terms  of  their  actual  worth. 
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